
RRGT 2018 
 

 

2018 Great Lakes Conference Champions! 
 

 

 
Carlotta Alaai, Sydney Allen, Sarah Robertson, Lauren Hickey, Lauren Hollis, Helen Trudell 

Seniors, 4x Conference Champs, & All-Around Great People! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coaches 

 
Coach Dave Purdy, Coach Ben Purdy, Coach JoHanna Forman 

Coach Sunny, where were you today??? 
 
 

 

 

Captains 

 

Captain Robertson, Captain Hickey, Captain Hollis 
 



2018 RRGT Roster 
“The Great 38” 

 

Carlotta Alaai 
Sydney Allen 
Lauren Hickey 
Lauren Hollis 

Sarah Robertson 
Helen Trudell 

Alana Anderson-Nelson 
Maggie Blossey 

Avery Conzelmann 
Ursula Heimke 
Ryan Henricks 

Samantha Lorenc 
Abigail Muny 

Emmaline Purohit 
Carmen Rhinehalt 
Makenzie Runyon 

Amelia Wilson 
Evelyn Amsdell 

Jackie Bush 
Leila Giacommaro 

Lainey Heuler 
Maire Kate Hickey 

Tiffany Hom 
Evie Kelley 
Caitlin Kelly 

Rosa King 
Becca Krebs 
Julia Potts 
Maria Potts 
Rihab Shahin 

Leanne Wattar 
Blaire Berg 
Dea Decaj 

Scout Hahn 
Evelyn Polly 
Sarah Saad 

Kalyn Scalabrino 
Alayna Toole 



Seniors 2018 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Carlotta Dalal Alaai 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   Julia Shearson 
Post-HS Plans:   College 
Favorite Year in RR:  Junior 
Pre-Match Snack:  Apple 
During-Match Snack:  None 
Post-Match Meal:  Cupcakes and Chipotle 
Biggest Rival:   Bay 
Favorite RRGT Memory:  Lakeside 2018 
Wisdom to Share:  “Have fun!” 
Coach’s Corner:  “Carlotta, thank you for everything you’ve contributed to this program over the last 
two years.  Walking on to this team as a junior, a quarter of the way into the season, with very little 
tennis experience, would have been enough for 90% of the student base to stay home.  In fact, I 
wasn’t sure if you’d be there on your first day or not.  But to your credit, you were there, on time, 
ready to play.  And you’ve rarely missed a day since.  I am jealous that Coach Sunny (on JV) and Coach 
Yo (on Varsity B) got to know you better than I did.  Your attitude, your friendliness, and your 
dedication made you the perfect fit for RRGT.  I hope you got out of this team as much as you put in!  
Thank you and good luck, Carlotta!” 

 

 

 

 

 



Sydney Allen 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   Scott and Pam Allen 
Post-HS Plans:   Study psychology at Ohio University  
Favorite Year in RR:  Junior 
Pre-Match Snack:  Carrots with ranch 
During-Match Snack:  Grapes 
Post-Match Meal:  Spaghetti  
Biggest Rival:   Bay 
Favorite RRGT Memory:  Waking everyone up at Lakeside this year 
Wisdom to Share: “Just have fun and be open to meeting new people.  You’ll make great 

friends if you’re open to it.  Enjoy it because it goes by fast!” 
Coach’s Corner:  “Sydney, it has been absolutely wonderful having you on the team for these last 
four years.  I’ve enjoyed getting to know you (despite not really coaching you directly) through 
practices, fundraisers, trips, and as my unofficial babysitter at all the car washes!  I owe you some 
money, I believe.  Thank you for your commitment, your hard work, and your enthusiasm.  You model 
so many of the traits I want all my players to have.  You’re just an all-around cool kid.  Keep up the 
good work as you move on.  I know I’ll hear great things!  Thanks for everything, and Good Luck, 
Syd!” 

 

 

 

 



Lauren Hickey 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   Chip and Beth Hickey 
Post-HS Plans:   Going to College! 
Favorite Year in RR:  Senior 
Pre-Match Snack:  Bagels 
During-Match Snack:  Fruit Snacks 
Post-Match Meal:  Chipotle 
Biggest Rival:   Jackson 
Favorite RRGT Memory:  Waking up the freshmen at Lakeside 2018; and Miamisburg 2017 
Wisdom to Share: “Enjoy every practice and match!  Have fun with your friends,  

and try your best!” 
Coach’s Corner:  “Lauren, to me, you are an evolution of sorts.  I didn’t know you very well when you 
began your illustrious career with RRGT.  IN fact, you were a little hard to get to know.  You quietly 
went about your business, working hard, following directions, being a model citizen.  You said “please” 
and “thank you,” “Yes sir” and “no sir.”  As the years went by, not only did your game absolutely 
explode, but I also got to know and love your personality, especially your sense of humor.  Today, I 
just want to hear you say, one more time, that line from the Narwhal in “Elf” – “Bye buddy, hope you 
find your dad!” You have such a great future ahead of you – I’m so proud of everything you’ve 
accomplished and even more proud of the person you’ve become.  Thanks for everything, and good 
luck, Lauren.” 

 
 



Lauren Hollis 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   Michael and Sharon Hollis 
Post-HS Plans:   Attend College, with a major in business/sales 
Favorite Year in RR:  Junior 
Pre-Match Snack:  Rice Krispie treats, banana, chocolate 
During-Match Snack:  BelVida Bites, chocolate 
Post-Match Meal:  Panera Bread, Dairy Queen, chocolate 
Biggest Rival:   Bay 
Favorite RRGT Memory: When Lauren Hickey and I got trapped in an elevator for two hours at 

our hotel in Columbus, coming home from Miamisburg 
Wisdom to Share: “Always remember to have fun when you play.  Also, whoever has the 

speaker on the way down to Lakeside, make sure you play “YMCA.”  
Whoever has the speaker on the way to Miamisburg, make sure you 
play “The Climb” before going to the mound.” 

Coach’s Corner:  “Lauren, is there a person on Earth who enjoys life as much as you?  Is there a team 
on Earth who is as lucky to have you as RRGT?  I have been so blessed, personally and 
professionally, to have gotten to know you over the years.  And minus that weird volleyball year you 
had, the last four years have been a blast.  Your talent, your personality, and your love for all your 
teammates has been a major reason why RRGT has the reputation it does.  We’re really good.  We have 
a lot of fun.  We love each other.  Sound familiar?  Thank you, Lauren, for giving to this team 
everything you had.  Good luck, kid, and see you soon.” 
 



Sarah Robertson 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   Kevin and Anita Robertson 
Post-HS Plans:   Playing tennis at Denison University 
Favorite Year in RR:  Senior 
Pre-Match Snack:  Blueberry muffin, apples with peanut butter 
During-Match Snack:  Pretzels, trail mix granola bars  
Post-Match Meal:  Mrs. Trudell’s cookies 
Biggest Rival:   Bay 
Favorite RRGT Memory: Qualifying for States as a junior; when Purdy fell through his chair 

and bought us tattoo arm bands for the Bay match 
Wisdom to Share:  “Cherish your time and Have fun – it flies by faster than you think” 
Coach’s Corner:  “Sarah, you have been the face of this team for four seasons now… seasons that 
last all year long.  It wasn’t just what you did just during the two months of the official high 
school tennis season.  And it wasn’t just tennis.  It was the work you put in during the off-season.  It 
was the way you handled the awesome burden of holding the #1 spot for the entirety of your career.  
It was the way you led the team as captain.  With integrity.  With selflessness.  And especially, with 
humility.  You will go down as one of the best to ever play the game for this great school district.  
But to the dozens of girls you influenced in this program, you will always be “Sarah, my teammate on 
the girls tennis team.” You never thought of yourself better than anyone else.  And you never took 
shortcuts.  You did everything the right way.  And because of that, you will be the best teammate any 
of us will ever have.  Thanks for everything, Sarah, and good luck!”  
 



Helen Trudell 
 

 
 
Daughter of:   George and Beth Trudell 
Post-HS Plans:   College, studying stage management/business 
Favorite Year in RR:  3rd or 9th  
Pre-Match Snack:  Water only 
During-Match Snack:  Granola bar 
Post-Match Meal:  Chicken peanut salad from Joe’s Deli 
Biggest Rival:   Bay and Westlake 
Favorite RRGT Memory: Lakeside 2018, Mr. Purdy’s amazing analogies for Carmen and me, and 

circle time with Pops 
Wisdom to Share:  “Try to smile or laugh on the court – you’ll play better” 
Coach’s Corner:  “Helen, I will always be impressed by the fact that you can do everything, and do it 
all better than most.  You have one of the busiest lives I know, and despite that, you still somehow 
consistently manage to put this team first.  Not first above other important things in your life, 
necessarily, but first above yourself.  And it’s that “team-first” mentality that makes you so special.  I 
am reminded of Kennedy’s famous “Ask Not” quote, applied to RRGT.  You are a great tennis player, a 
combination of natural ability and a ton of hours of hard work on the court.  You are a great person, a 
combination of your DNA and your parents’ influence in your life.  And you are a great teammate, which 
is 100% a choice, your choice, to put the success of the program above your individual desires.  Few 
in this room know exactly how good a teammate you are, but I know.  And as that characteristic 
carries over into your future endeavors, look out.  Thanks for everything, Helen, and good luck!” 
 



A New Record! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations, Sarah!   
 

You left your mark on so many people during your four years in this program.   
 

Now, you leave your mark, in permanent ink, on the record books. 
 

92 career wins.  Incredible. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tennis 2018 
 
The courts will be empty except for occasional leaves blowing across the surface 
and the snow’s frigid frosting  
yet to make its’ presence known.  
 
But there is no silence in the hearts of 
friends together for a common cause, creating memories for a lifetime.  
 
This season 
will live on for all those so invested in the years and lives  
and quests which brought us together. 
 
Parents, coaches, siblings, grandparents, friends, administrators were somehow blessed  
by the experiences that brought us together. 
 
It is not just reveling in the victories and championships 
but in the relationships forged,  
 
In the wonderment of a special and unique sports family.  
 
It is ours for this day to embrace and all the days yet to come.   
 
       POP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A Little History Lesson 
 
In May of 2002, Mike Hobbs, a tennis pro at River Oaks Racquet Club (and the head coach of 
Rocky River Girls Tennis), met me at RRHS to ask if I would be interested in taking over the 
team for one year while he was going to be working out of town.  I was young, nervous, had 
never been a head coach before, but I said “Yes”…  I could do it for one year.  It became one 
of the best decisions I ever made.  Here are some stats that resulted from that one year : 

 

Year Assistant Coaches Captains  Place  Conference # of Girls 
 
2002 Debbie Andrews  Ashley Hillow  3rd place SWC  16 
    Ashley Haudenschild 
 
2003 Wally Manns  Ashley Haudenschild Champions SWC  24 
    Heather White 
    Kate Waggoner 

RRHS School Record:  Career Wins (Doubles) – Heather White & Kate Waggoner (46) 
RRHS School Record:  Wins in a Season (Doubles) – Heather White & Kate Waggoner (24) 

 
2004 Wally Manns  Kristen licht  4th place SWC  36 
    Brooke Datko  
 
2005 Kevin Peacock  Lauren Henry  Champions WSC  38 
 Mike Ramirez  Lindsey hobson   
 
2006 Meagan Burke  lindsey Hobson  2nd place WSC  40 
 Kristy Dillon  Alyssa Abraham   
    Katie Jones   
 
2007 Meagan Burke  lindsey Hobson  Champions WSC  28 
 Lisa Luzier  Alyssa Abraham   
 
2008 Dave Purdy  Celia Waggoner  Champions WSC  26 
 Liz Thinnes  Kaitlyn Super   
    Molly Kenney   
 
2009 Dave Purdy  Whitney Mills  3rd place WSC  24 
 Cheryl Haudenschild hollyn Trudell   
 
2010 Dave Purdy  Annie Pavic  Champions WSC  30 
 Cheryl Haudenschild Allie Sperli   



Year Assistant Coaches Captains   Place  Conference # of Girls 
 
2011 Dave Purdy  Carol Anton  2nd place WSC  31 
 Cheryl Haudenschild Elise Griffiths   
    Allyson Helleis   
 
2012 Dave Purdy  Amy Lam  2nd place WSC  41 
 Cheryl Haudenschild Maddie Fitzsimmons  
    Alex Riegelsberger  
    Adrienne Copa   

OHSAA DII State Qualifiers:  Singles – Isabel Quinones; Doubles – lucy Grierson & Alex Riegelsberger 
 

2013 Dave Purdy  Isa Quinones  Champions WSC  37 
 Ann McFarland  Alex Riegelsberger 
    Adrienne Copa 

OHSAA DI State Qualifiers:  Doubles – lucy Grierson & Alex Riegelsberger 
 

2014 Dave Purdy  Lucy Grierson  2nd place WSC  28 
 Ann McFarland  Megan Schulte   
 Susan Auzenbergs Amanda Grossman  
 
2015 Dave Purdy  Lucy Grierson  Champions GLC  26 
 Ann McFarland  Jaymie Pampush   
 
2016 Dave Purdy  Margo Bush  Champions GLC  26 
 Kelly Sunderville Anna Vergon   
    Ella Matthewson  
 
2017 Dave Purdy  Grace Sullivan  Champions GLC  28 
 Kelly Sunderville Jillian Erml 
    Sophie Krebs 
    Sarah Robertson  

OHSAA DI State Qualifier:  Singles – Sarah Robertson 
 

2018 Dave Purdy  Sarah Robertson Champions GLC  38 
 Kelly Sunderville Lauren hickey   
 JoHanna Forman Lauren Hollis   

RRHS School Record:  Career Wins (Singles) – Sarah Robertson, 92 
 

Since 2002, 
 RRGT has had 517 girls, 15 coaches, 10 Conference Championships,  

9 League MVPs, 20 District Qualifiers, 6 State Qualifiers, 3 School Records, 
And a thousand memories!   



Thank You 
 

The administration and execution of this program would not be possible without the 
following people, who selflessly give so that we can have a program like this, with 38 girls, 
4 coaches, 8 courts 6 courts (with 6 pickle-ball courts), and unlimited balls: 
 

*Dr. Shoaf and the Office of the Superintendent 
*Mr. Rob Winton and Rocky River High School 
*Mrs. Addie Olander and the Board of Education 
*Mrs. Erin Peacock and the Transportation Department 
*Mr. Mark Wagner, Ms. Shannon Omahen, and the Athletic Department 
*Our Coaches: Pop, Yo, and Sunny 
*Our Spouses: Val, Ann, Matt, and Brian  
*Our Captains: Sarah and the Laurens 
*The Captains’ Parents: The Robertson, Hickey, and Hollis Families 
*And to the parents, grandparents, siblings, and extended families of our players:  Thank you 
so much for your support… for how you supported your daughters after wins, losses, or not 
playing… for your support of our fundraisers, especially the car wash… for your support 
with driving, setting up lessons/camps/tournaments, etc… and most especially for your 
attendance at their matches… whether they wanted you there or not.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


